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[bookmark: _GoBack]6 Amazing Facts about Ukrainian Language
1. Ukrainian among Related Languages
Ukrainian is one of the most widely spoken among the Slavic languages. Ukrainian together with Belarusian and Russian belongs to the East branch of the Slavic of languages of the Indo-European language family. The closest languages to Ukrainian are Belarusian (approx. 85 %), Polish (70%) and Russian (62%). This is not surprising considering the fact that Russian, Ukrainian and Belarussian evolved from Old Slavic language used in medieval state of Kyivan Rus’. It is spoken by about 46 million people in Ukraine and in other countries, first of all, neighboring such as Belarus, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Russia, in immigrant communities in Brazil, Canada, Australia, the USA and many other countries. Ukrainian is the official language in Ukraine and first of two principal language of Ukrainians. The second is Russian which is spoken mostly by the south and east population.
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1. History
There is a lot of misunderstandings about where the Ukrainian language comes from. Historical linguists associate its origin with the Old East Slavic and medieval state of Kyivan Rus' which united territories of modern Ukraine, part of Russia and Moldova during 9th-13th centuries. The history of recorded Ukrainian began in 988 when Volodymyr the Great adopted Christianity from the Byzantine Empire. Then the Bible was translated to Old Slavonic, the language used by missionaries to spread Christianity. 
While official language was Old Slavonic used by Church people spoke in Old Eastern Slavic from which the development of the languages of East Slavic group, namely Ukrainian, Russian and Belarussian began. Considerable distinguishing of these languages was noticed since 16th century. Then Ukraine went under the rule of Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and Ukrainian language suffered considerably from Polish. 
2. Modern Ukrainian
The first documents which included some words written in Ukrainian can be dated back to the 16th century. The Ukrainian has been in common use since the late 17th century. This period is associated with the establishment of the Cossack Hetmanate and rule of Bohdan Khmelnytsky who fought against Polish domination. The birth of modern literary Ukrainian is associated with publishing in 1798 poem Eneyida written in spoken language by Ivan Kotliarevsky regarded as the founder of modern Ukrainian literature. In the 19th century Ukraine fell under the rule of Russian Empire. Then printing of books in Ukrainian and its usage in schools were prohibited.
The hardest period in the history of Ukrainian is the period of the Soviet Union. Then Ukrainian was considered as forbidden and Russian was declared as an official language of many nations. The official status of Ukrainian was reclaimed after the collapse of the USSR which enabled Ukraine’ declaring of its independence in 1991.
3. Ukrainian alphabet
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The modern Ukrainian alphabet (‘azbuka’, 'abetka’, ‘alfavit’) consists of 33 letters. It is based on the Cyrillic script designed by St. Brothers Cyril and Methodius, so Ukrainian is a little bit familiar with Old Church Slavonic this script was used in. The letters Ґ, Є and Ї are unique to Ukrainian. Under Soviet rule the letter Ґ was excluded from the alphabet as “very Ukrainian” which was aimed to make Ukrainian closer to Russian. All vowels may appear in the accented and unaccented position but in unaccented syllables the distinction between such vowels as y and e is neutralized. 
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4. Grammar 
Parts of speech in Ukrainian are declined or conjugated by such common categories as number (singular and plural) and case (7 cases), tense (present, perfect, imperfect, aorist, and pluperfect; last two are archaic). The future tense is created by forms of auxiliary verb to be used in future time and an infinitive verb. Nouns have 3 genders (masculine, feminine and neuter). Ukrainian belongs to fusional languages which states that to create new grammatical, syntactic or semantic meanings it uses morphemes. Words are constructed by morphemes which are meaningful no matter is this a foot or a suffix or ending. 
Word compounds are quite rare in Ukrainian but if created they are usually formed by connecting two words with linking vowels: -o-, -e-.
5. Dialects
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Within its boundaries Ukrainian is represented by 3 main groups of dialects namely northern, southwestern and southeastern dialects which differ from the others significantly. The modern literary Ukrainian is based mainly on the Poltava-Kyiv dialects of the southeastern group in which Ivan Kotliarevsky’s Eneyida was written.
Nevertheless, Ukrainian a long time was under the repression of the neighbour countries its development resulted in the beautiful language which sounding is often compared with the nightingale’s song. 
image3.jpg
AaB6 B I'r I'r In Ee €¢ Kx 33 Uu Ii

a b v h g o e je H 2 y i
[a]l [b] [w-v] [A] [g] [d] (el [je/el (31 (2] (11 [i]

ii Wit Kk JIn Mm Hu Oo IInm Pp Cc Tr
[ T m n o 3 ros ot
U 01 [kl 01 Iml o (el [o]  [p] 1] [s] [t]

Vy @b Xx Hu Yy MMm Mu O da »

u f x 3 B E3 ju ja
[ul 0f1 [x1 (W) (71 Ul [F1 [umd [jasal -




image4.jpg
caoBo

oméra

©

a
(i)

Iﬁ ioros. R oren. |

100 MAAI  10C BOARUIOR





image5.png
oo oo
®eecocccco o

RUSSIA

NORTHERN DIALECTS

T -
[0 oz

SOUTH-EASTERN DIALECTS

4 | wosssonzrmne [0 sueomn

e

SOUTH-WESTERN DIALECTS

v pey

(97 weznomzsmmaay [0 ] srarr
13

PaTIA p—

e SIMFEROPOL
sam0 o

e ¥ SEVASTOPOL

DuLsCrs seaEn DzsCrs e praTRES
UTSIDE URRAINE OF orrER DULECT RGPS





image1.jpg
THE UKRAINIAN

LANGUAGE




image2.png
(LINDO-EUROPEAN |

BALTO-SLAVIC

BALTIC ] SLAVIC
—wEsT e s
B [on g
P [ Cawanen |
—Suoven ] [Seonan
[ S ———
-
[—— (OSSR [ wEsTER [
[EASTERN | [ Oann
Tecmic [
o m— (OB CrE SR —
[
[—Pombn—[_Son ][ Cessn B
Cromeman ] C_sowc 1 [Ghure S
S [ cromen | [ acedonan
[ Kashuban ] [ Serban |




